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Free-verse text describes the transition from day to night and from night to day, revealing the magic

in these everyday moments.
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Sunsets and sunrises have always been special to me especially when they involve bodies of water.

In college, I was fortunate enough to live in a dorm next to the Elizabeth River where I was able to

enjoy daily sunsets. The beauty of the sun reflecting on the water is very peaceful to me. Every

night it seemed as though the sun was gliding into the river for a swim. Twilight Comes Twice is a

beautiful book both illustratively and written about darkness and dawn. It approaches twilight from a

poetic perspective using sensory language, imagery, and personification to illustrate in words what

takes place when the sun rises and sets. The serene and muted illustrations in shades of orange

and yellow capture the ambience of the sunâ€™s movement. The author, Ralph Fletcher, uses

images and language that children can relate to.Fletcher begins with the sentence â€œTwice each

day a crack opens between night and dayâ€• which allows the reader to view sunset and sunrise

differently. He then proceeds to personify night and day by having them â€œstand whispering

secrets before they go their separate ways.â€• Since night and day have to have time to talk,

daylight is not instantaneous which would help children understand the sun rising slowly. His



descriptive writing includes alliteration which is a primary reading skill that draws children into the

story. Such phrases as â€œDusk deepens,â€• â€œmillions of mosquitoes,â€• and â€œdawn drinks

upâ€¦darknessâ€• stick with children and are easily repeated. Children can make connections to his

imagery, too. For example, â€œSlowly dusk pours the syrup of darkness into the forest.â€• Most

children are familiar with syrup, so they canâ€‹ conjure up the image of syrup being poured over

trees and sky.
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